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Partners, Naturally
A leading homebuilder joins forces with NWF to create new wildlife habitat nationwide.
Doreen Cubie // Garden for Wildlife // Apr 01, 2020

At Skyestone, a Colorado housing community built by Taylor Morrison, a traditional herb and ornamental garden (above) �ourishes near 
more-natural habitats (below) that are home to red foxes (below) and other wildlife.

JUST ABOUT EVERY MORNING, Khushal Habibi walks along the banks of Walnut Creek, a small stream that runs through 
Skyestone, a 500-home development in Broom�eld, Colorado. “It’s a great place for wildlife watching,” says Habibi, a 
retired U.S. Department of Defense biologist who is originally from Afghanistan. He has seen 84 species of birds on his
strolls, including beltDonate ed king�shers, western kingbirds, snowy egrets, Swainson’s hawks and great horned owls

https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Birds/Great-Horned-Owl
https://www.nwf.org/donatemobile
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Not long ago, Walnut Creek was nothing more than a degraded area used for cattle grazing and to contain stormwater
runoff. But in 2014, Skyestone’s developer, Taylor Morrison (https://www.taylormorrison.com), began restoring the tract
along with two adjacent ponds. “Today, this open space has native grasses and plants that attract butter�ies,
pollinators, birds and other wildlife,” says Phillip Cross, the company’s Denver vice president of land. Last year, after
verifying the 7-acre space was 100 percent native and pesticide free, the National Wildlife Federation designated it a
Certi�ed Wildlife Habitat® (/Garden-for-Wildlife/Certify)—the �rst step of an innovative new partnership between NWF
and Taylor Morrison, the country’s �fth-largest homebuilding company, with 430 communities in 11 states.

Under the partnership (https://blog.nwf.org/2019/04/working-for-wildlife-national-wildlife-federation-teams-up-with-
taylor-morrison/), Taylor Morrison will work with NWF to certify as wildlife habitat more than 8,000 acres of open space
in its developments. It will also design and plant butter�y gardens, build nature-oriented playgrounds and draft
wildlife-friendly habitat management plans. Building on its reputation as an environmentally friendly developer,
“Taylor Morrison was looking to take their conservation efforts to the next level,” explains Carey Stanton, NWF’s senior
director for education and partnerships. “This partnership with the Federation has given them the opportunity to do
that.”

“I really enjoy going out there,” Habibi says, “and so do a lot of other people.”

https://www.nwf.org/Magazines/National-Wildlife/2017/April-May/Animals/Skunks
https://www.taylormorrison.com/
https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-Wildlife/Certify
https://blog.nwf.org/2019/04/working-for-wildlife-national-wildlife-federation-teams-up-with-taylor-morrison/
https://www.nwf.org/donatemobile
https://www.nwf.org/donatemobile
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Branching out

Since teaming up with NWF, Taylor Morrison has committed to establishing butter�y gardens in many of its 
communities, including one recently completed at its Esplanade Golf and Country Club in Naples, Florida. The company 
also is encouraging communities to help monarch butter�ies (/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-
Guide/Invertebrates/Monarch-Butter�y) by planting native milkweed (/Garden-for-Wildlife/About/Native-Plants/

Milkweed) 

With input from the National Wildlife Federation, Taylor Morrison has designed butter�y gardens (below) for new homes in Arizona’s Victoria
Heights community. Beyond butter�ies, such gardens nurture bees, caterpillars and other insects, which in turn provide food for songbirds such as
the western tanager (above).

hIt all Sherman, executive vice president and chief legal officer for TaylorMorrison, says of the NWF 

partnership. “We build thousands of homes every year, and we want to respect the environment.”

Wherever Taylor Morrison builds homes, it works with natural features that already characterize a region. In Sky 
Crossing, a community outside Phoenix, Arizona, for example, the company was careful to preserve existing wash, or 
�ood, corridors. In addition to maintaining drainage, these intermittent waterways allow wildlife to move through the 
community. “And they are pretty,” adds Colin Phipps, Taylor Morrison’s director of land acquisition. “They are natural 
deserts �owing through the neighborhoods.” In three other Arizona communities—Copper Sky, Ironhorse and 
Andaluza—builders enhanced open areas to connect with surrounding desert by cultivating native plants ranging 
from cottonwoods and desert willows to saguaro and hedgehog cactus. 

in cDonate ommon areas and educating residents about what they can do  their backyards.

https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Invertebrates/Monarch-Butterfly
https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-Wildlife/About/Native-Plants/Milkweed
https://www.nwf.org/donatemobile
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At three new Taylor Morrison developments, the Federation is even participating in the design of the communities’
master plans. At Skye Ranch near Sarasota, Florida, for example, “we are reviewing all of the plants going into this
community and seeing where we can increase the number of native species,” says Patrick Fitzgerald
(https://blog.nwf.org/authors/patrick-�tzgerald/), NWF’s senior director of community wildlife. “Even small changes in
a master plan can really bene�t wildlife.”

Bigger changes are expected as the partnership matures. “More and more land will be dedicated to protecting wildlife,”
says Stanton. “And these natural spaces have the potential to be there for many generations, not only helping wildlife
but also giving people an opportunity to connect with nature in their own communities.”

Nowhere is that more evident than at Skyestone. Habibi, who moved to the community four years ago, has written a
book about Walnut Creek illustrated with his own photographs. Soon he plans to start taking out small groups of
neighbors to enjoy the new NWF-certi�ed open space. “It will be a good way to get people to appreciate the
environment,” he says. 

Doreen Cubie covered drought gardening (/Magazines/National-Wildlife/2019/Aug-Sept/Gardening/Drought-
Gardening) in the August–September 2019 (/Magazines/National-Wildlife/2019/Aug-Sept) issue.

More from National Wildlife magazine and the National Wildlife Federation:

Weedy to Wonderful: Create a wildlife-friendly garden » (/Magazines/National-Wildlife/2017/April-
May/Gardening/Garden-Design) 
NWF Blog: National Wildlife Federation Teams up with Taylor Morrison » (https://blog.nwf.org/2019/04/working-for-

Plans are underway as well to build NWF Early Childhood Health Outdoors (/ECHO) (ECHO) playscapes in select Taylor 
Morrison neighborhoods. In contrast to traditional playgrounds, ECHO spaces foster children’s imaginations, 
encouraging them to explore nature by getting their hands dirty and investigating rocks, leaves, insects and more. 

Donate 
(htt // f /d t bil )

https://www.nwf.org/ECHO
https://blog.nwf.org/authors/patrick-fitzgerald/
https://www.nwf.org/Magazines/National-Wildlife/2019/Aug-Sept/Gardening/Drought-Gardening
https://www.nwf.org/Magazines/National-Wildlife/2019/Aug-Sept
https://www.nwf.org/Magazines/National-Wildlife/2017/April-May/Gardening/Garden-Design
https://blog.nwf.org/2019/04/working-for-wildlife-national-wildlife-federation-teams-up-with-taylor-morrison/
https://www.nwf.org/donatemobile
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Get Involved

D O N AT E  T O D AY

(https://support.nwf.org/page/93

S I G N  A  P E T I T I O N

(https://www.nwfactionfund.org/)

D O N AT E  M O N T H LY

(https://support.nwf.org/page/94
ea.tracking.id=WEB_DDN)

N E A R B Y  E V E N T S

(/Get-Involved/Events)

What's Trending

(https://blog.nwf.org/2021/04/7-
reasons-to-support-the-
recovering-americas-wildlife-
act/)

7  R E A S O N S  TO  S U P P O RT  T H E  R E CO V E R I N G  A M E R I C A’ S  W I L D L I F E  A C T

A groundbreaking bipartisan bill aims to address the looming wildlife crisis before it's too late, while creating
sorely needed jobs.

Read More (https://blog.nwf.org/2021/04/7-reasons-to-support-the-recovering-americas-wildlife-
act/)

Enter your email Submit

(hwitltdplisf :e/-/nwatiwonwa.ln-wiwlfd.loifreg-/feddoenraattieonm-teobaimles)-up-with-taylor-morrison/)
NWF Report: Endangered by Sprawl » (/Educational-Resources/Reports/2005/01-12-2005-Endangered-by-Sprawl)

Donate 
(htt // f /d t bil )

https://blog.nwf.org/2019/04/working-for-wildlife-national-wildlife-federation-teams-up-with-taylor-morrison/
https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Reports/2005/01-12-2005-Endangered-by-Sprawl
https://support.nwf.org/page/9384/donate/1
https://www.nwfactionfund.org/
https://support.nwf.org/page/9408/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=WEB_DDN
https://www.nwf.org/Get-Involved/Events
https://blog.nwf.org/2021/04/7-reasons-to-support-the-recovering-americas-wildlife-act/
https://blog.nwf.org/2021/04/7-reasons-to-support-the-recovering-americas-wildlife-act/
https://www.nwf.org/donatemobile
https://www.nwf.org/donatemobile
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(/Magazines/National-
Wildlife/2021/June-
July/Conservation/Bird-
Names)

W H AT ' S  I N  A  N A M E ?

The movement to remove racist names from birds

Read Story (/Magazines/National-Wildlife/2021/June-July/Conservation/Bird-Names)

(https://www.gardenforwildlife.org/s/?
utm_source=nwfwebsite&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=whatstrending)

P L A N T  W I T H  P U R P O S E

Add one of our native plant collections to your garden to 
butter�ies, and more. Now available for 20 states with free

Shop Plants (https://www.gardenforwildlife.org/s/?
utm_source=nwfwebsite&utm_medium=banner&utm

(https://mylifeprotected.com/?
MDRefCode=nwf-mlp-web)

N W F  M E M B E R S  C A N  S AV E  O N  A U TO  A N D  H O M E  I N S U R A N C E

Get quotes now or call (855) 786-0941

Get Quotes Now (https://mylifeprotected.com/?MDRefCode=nwf-mlp-web)

Where We Work

More than one-third of U.S. �sh and wildlife species are at risk of extinction in the coming decades. We're on the
ground in seven regions across the country, collaborating with 53 state and territory af�liates to reverse the crisis
and ensure wildlife thrive.

(/About-Us/Regional-Centers-and-Affiliates)

L E A R N  M O R E

(https://www.nwf.org/donatemobile)

Donate 
(htt // f /d t bil )

https://www.nwf.org/Magazines/National-Wildlife/2021/June-July/Conservation/Bird-Names
https://www.nwf.org/Magazines/National-Wildlife/2021/June-July/Conservation/Bird-Names
https://www.gardenforwildlife.org/s/?utm_source=nwfwebsite&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=whatstrending
https://www.gardenforwildlife.org/s/?utm_source=nwfwebsite&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=whatstrending
https://mylifeprotected.com/?MDRefCode=nwf-mlp-web
https://mylifeprotected.com/?MDRefCode=nwf-mlp-web
https://www.nwf.org/About-Us/Regional-Centers-and-Affiliates
https://www.nwf.org/donatemobile
https://www.nwf.org/donatemobile
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Select Language   Powered by Translate (https://translate.google.com)

ABOUT US (/ABOUT-US) CONTACT US (/ABOUT-
US/CONTACT-US)

MAGAZINES
(/MAGAZINES)

BLOG
(HTTP://BLOG.NWF.ORG/)

ACTION FUND
(HTTP://WWW.NWFACTIONFUND.ORG)

CAREERS (/ABOUT-
US/CAREERS)

 (/)

The National Wildlife Federation

Uniting all Americans to ensure wildlife thrive in a rapidly changing world

PO Box 1583, Merri�eld, VA 22116-1583

800.822.9919

    (http://facebook.com/nationalwildlife)(http://twitter.com/nwf)(https://www.pinterest.com/nwfpins/)
(https://www.instagram.com/nationalwildlife/?
hl=en)(http://www.youtube.com/user/NationalWildlife)

 (https://rangerrick.org/)

Join Ranger Rick

Inspire a lifelong connection with wildlife and wild places through our children's publications, products, and activities

Learn More (https://rangerrick.org/)

National Wildlife Federation is a 501(c)(3) non-pro�t organization

(/About-Us/Annual-Reports)

Terms & Disclosures (/Terms-of-Use) Site Map (/Site-Map) Privacy Policy (/Privacy-Policy) Language (/Language) Financials (/About-Us/Annual-Reports)

(https://www.nwf.org/donatemobile)
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(htt // f /d t bil )
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